
 

 
509 interviews among voters in Wisconsin were conducted January 16-17, 2026 via an online survey. The 
results were weighted to ensure proportional response. Margin of error for these results is +/-4.4 percent. 
For questions, please email: info@rabaresearch.com. 
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Ridglan Farms is a Wisconsin facility that breeds beagles for use in laboratory research. It is 
regulated under federal and state animal welfare laws. 
 
The facility has faced scrutiny and legal challenges over allegations that dogs are kept in harmful 
conditions in violation of Wisconsin’s animal cruelty standards, which Ridglan disputes. Ridglan 
is now central to broader debates about animal welfare and oversight of animals used in research. 

 

1. Prior to today, were you aware of the Ridglan Farms facility located in Wisconsin?  

 Total 
Yes 15% 
No 79% 
Not sure 6% 

 

2. Prior to today, were you aware of reports or allegations that dogs at the Ridglan Farms 
facility in Wisconsin have suffered due to inadequate living conditions or cruel 
mistreatment? 

 Total 
Yes 15% 
No 81% 
Not sure 4% 

 

 



	
 
3. Wisconsin law includes protections requiring animals to be free from cruelty and provided 

with proper shelter. Do you believe dogs in Wisconsin have a right to be free from cruelty 
and inhumane treatment? 

 Total 
Strongly agree 83% 
Somewhat agree 11% 
Somewhat disagree 2% 
Strongly disagree 1% 
Not sure 3% 

 
4. If Wisconsin’s animal cruelty laws are not being adequately enforced in a particular case, do 

you believe Wisconsin courts should recognize a right to be free from cruelty to prevent dogs 
from ongoing suffering? 

 Total 
Yes 86% 
No 4% 
Not sure 10% 

 
5. If dogs in Wisconsin are being kept in conditions that cause ongoing physical or 

psychological harm, do you support or oppose removing those dogs from the facility as a 
remedy? 

 Total 
Strongly support 77% 
Somewhat support 13% 
Somewhat oppose 2% 
Strongly oppose 2% 
Not sure 6% 

 
6. Do you support or oppose the appointment of an independent court-appointed guardian (such 

as a special master or guardian ad litem) to oversee the welfare of dogs in Wisconsin when 
there are serious allegations of cruelty? 

 Total 
Strongly support 67% 
Somewhat support 17% 
Somewhat oppose 5% 
Strongly oppose 4% 
Not sure 8% 

 



	
 
7. In Wisconsin, many people consider dogs to be part of the family. Do you agree or disagree 

that dogs should be treated more like family members when courts are considering their legal 
status? 

 Total 
Strongly agree 59% 
Somewhat agree 23% 
Somewhat disagree 5% 
Strongly disagree 6% 
Not sure 6% 

 
8. Do you support or oppose Wisconsin courts using existing legal tools, such as child custody-

style proceedings, to remove dogs from harmful conditions when doing so is in the animals’ 
best interests? 

 Total 
Strongly support 53% 
Somewhat support 25% 
Somewhat oppose 9% 
Strongly oppose 5% 
Not sure 8% 

 
 

9. For statistical purposes only, what is your race?   

 Total 
African American 5% 
White 81% 
Hispanic 5% 
Asian 2% 
Native American 2% 
Other / Prefer not to say 6% 

 

10. Are you a woman, a man, or prefer not to say. 

 Total 
Woman 52% 
Man 46% 
Prefer not to say 2% 

 

 



	
 

 
11. What is your highest level of schooling? 

 Total 
High school or less 32% 
Some college 31% 
College graduate 27% 
Attended graduate school 10% 

 

12. Please enter the YEAR in which you were born.   

 Total 
18-40 27% 
41-60 27% 
61 or older 46% 

 
13. Do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican or something else? 

 Total 
Democrat 35% 
Republican 36% 
Something else 29% 

 


